
A message from Michael John Shinnick

Dear Friends in Scouting,

As a lot of you know, I have been travelling another kind of personal journey over 
the last eighteen months as I have battled cancer.  Unfortunately despite the best 
efforts of a wonderful medical team, my own and my families strength and positive 
thoughts; and of course the prayers and well wishes of my thousands upon 
thousands of Scouting friends across Ireland and further afield, my journey is 
drawing to a close.

Recently I have been spending a lot of time with my family and friends; sharing 
stories and memories and Scouting is featured a lot.  I joined Scouting in Fermoy 
in 1967 and have not looked back since.  I have had the privilege of being able to 
contribute to the development of young people through Scouting in various roles 
over the years both locally and nationally and I cannot express how honoured I 
was to be elected as Scouting Irelands second Chief Scout in 2008.  In all the 
roles I have held or the projects I was involved with and indeed in my own 
endeavours outside of Scouting, I have tried to let the Scout Promise and Law be 
my compass and I can say that “I did my best”.  

One thing that has stuck with me in all the roles I have held is that 'It's all about the 
Scout Group'.  Whatever we do in Scouting we must always remember that!

The friends I have made over the years are in my thoughts now.  I would like to 
thank everyone that has sent cards, well wishes and has prayed for me and my 
family as we have travelled this difficult journey.   Your support will never be 
forgotten by my family.

I know that Scouting Ireland is in good hands going forward and will continue to 
offer exciting and wonderful opportunities to young people and help to shape the 
future of our country.

This will be the last chance I have to address the association and I would ask that 
you try to live your lives as I did, in the spirit of the Scout Promise and Law and to 
always do your best.

Yours in Scouting

Michael John Shinnick 
Scout, Scouter, Chief Scout


